Ekbom's syndrome: lipomas, ataxia, and neuropathy with MERRF.
A 66-year-old woman with hereditary deafness and multiple symmetric lipomas presented with ataxia, slight myopathy, and neuropathy. Molecular genetic analysis of mitochondrial DNA revealed the adenine to guanine transition at position 8344 in the tRNA gene for lysine that has been associated with the myoclonic epilepsy and ragged red fiber (MERRF) syndrome. The deafness was transmitted by the patient's father and may have been an unrelated autosomal defect rather than a paternally transmitted mitochondrial point mutation.